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"I know not what
others may take but
as for me, give me
liberty or give me
death!" - Patrick Henry

The First Continental Congress
From the Intolerable Acts, the 1st Continental
Congress was formed on September 5th, 1774.
They made the congress because they wanted
to join together and talk about complaints
against King George III and to talk about
setting up boycotts and arranging other
meetings if they needed it. They also wanted
to organize colonial resistance to Parliament
Coercive Acts. By doing these acts they hoped
that the British would repeal these acts.

King George III has been known for as unreasonable and definitely unfair by most patriots.
He put the Stamp Act, The Quartering Act and The Intolerable Acts.
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Don't buy
the tea!

One of the First
Continental
Congress'
accomplishments
was setting up
boycotts for British
goods. It was
proven to be an
impact because the
British Imports
dropped 97%.

On the congress, there were
both Loyalists and Patriots.
During debating or voting,
there were definitely
disagreements. But overall,
the First Continental Congress
made great decisions and
spoke for the patriots.
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The Battle of Lexington and Concord
By: Tripp and Dylan
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On a hectic April night in 1775, British General Thomas Gage
overheard The two leaders of the sons of Liberty, John Hancock
and Samuel Adams, were meeting in the village of Lexington. Gage
also heard that the Minutemen were storing weapons in Concord
near Lexington.

Destroy those
weapons, and
arrest Hancock

The British are
coming! You must
leave!

Move the
weapons!
I have to go
and worn
Hancock and
Adams.
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Yes sir
Mr.Revere

Where are
Hancock and
Adams?

Let's go get
Those
weapons

Where are
the
weapons
Hurry
up move
those
weapons
faster!
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Get the "Red
Coats!"

The Second Continental Congress
By Kennedy P. and
trey K.

Creating an army
We shall Hope
for peace and
plan for war.

We need
soldiers
so we can
form an
army!

If War were to
come, we need a
army.

On May 5th, 1775 the second continental
congress was held to decide what the colonists
should do about the alarming events at
Lexington and Concord. Congress decided it
would be a safe and secure idea if they were to
create an army. They hoped that if war was
declared they would have an army to defend
them.

After deciding to create an army
congress sent messengers to find
soldiers. They also explained to the
colonists that they would have to pay
money to provide supplies for the war.
Men were asked to join the army as
soldiers. Although most men weren't
very skilled fighters colonists new
that a army was needed no matter how
inexperienced they may be.

Preparing
for war
PerpAre
yourselves
for war!

Fire!

Once they found soldiers
for the army they
started training and
preparing for war. They
needed to by ready for
the worst.

On June 17, 1775 in
Massachusetts The Battle Of
Bunker Hill was fought. British
soldiers were sent to capture
Breeds hill, but the colonists
were there to defend their
land. Unfortunately the
colonists lost and the British
captured Breeds Hill.
Fortunately the colonists
fought so well that they made
people think that they had a
good chance of defeating the
British.

The peace treaty
If King George
does not exept
we shall
declare war!

I shall not
except it!

King George, they
have written a
peace
offering.

On July 5th, 1775 Congress decided to send a
peace treaty to the British, the treaty was called
The Olive Branch Petition. The Olive Branch
Petition stated the colonists rights and requests.
They wanted freedom, liberty, and justice. John
Dickinson was asked to draft these rights and
requests, then it would be sent to King George
for approval. If he did not except it would lead
to war.

On July 8th, 1775 The Olive Branch
Petition was delivered to King George.
The British had just heard about The
Battle Of Bunker Hill. King George was
furious about this and had already
decided to go to war. So when The
Olive Branch Petition was brought to
him he refused to even read it. This
officially meant war!

Coming Together
After he refused the Olive
Branch Petition King George
decided to hire
mercenaries from Germany
to help Britain win the war.
Fortunately for Congress
when King George refused
the Olive Branch Petition
Georgia finally decided to
join the Congress and to
support the war! After
Georgia joined the
Congress it started paying
Congress money to help
with the war. When this
happened Congress finally
had enough money to
create a navy!

By Eli, Will, and Clara
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The British were furious that the colonists were threatening them so they decided to come to Bunker
hill. They also wanted control of Boston Harbor so they could come and go with there ships more
easily

We must
prepare
for war!

Whatever
shall we
do!?
Prepare
for war
soldiers!
The colonists built earthworks on
the hill to defend themselves
incase there is another battle
with the British.

Look out
America we
are coming

I heard they are
digging
Earthworks, what an
outrage!

Generals William Howe, John Bargoyne, and Henry Clinton
were coming to claim the hill.
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The tensions are running high between the
armies because both didn't know when the
other side would attack.
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Then in June 1777 the British started to march up the hill so the
colonists unleashed a barrage of shots on the British forces.
The battle had begun.

With 1,600
American
troops firing
shots like
there's no
tomorrow, the
first 2 British
waves didn't
last too long.

By the time the 3rd British wave came in, the
colonists had used up a lot of gun powder,
so commander Isreal Putnam said his famous
quote to get them to conserve it as much as
possible. About 30 minutes later the
colonists were forced to retreat.

Don't fire until you see the
whites of their eyes.

Although the
British won
the battle and
claimed the
hill, they lost
more than
1000 men and
the colonists
only lost
about 400.

Fighting the
colonists
won't be
easy!

The British knew that
fighting the colonists
wouldn't be easy.
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Indeed.
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On May 10, 1775 colonial leaders met in Philadelphia for the Second Continental
Congress. The first task was to create a Continental Army and Navy. They also
needed to choose a strong leader for the army. The third and the most
challenging task was to decide to declare independence or to not. Richard
Henry Lee came with the idea of writing the Declaration of Independence.

Many
colonists
were not sure
about
independence.
Thomas Paine
was a Patriot
and believed
that being
free was the
right decision.
In the
January of
1776 Paine
published a
pamphlet
called
"Common
Sense"

How can I persuade
the colonists to
declare
independence from
Great Britain....

An image of the Common Sense Pamphlet

Thomas Paine's Common Sense
now makes understand how
Poorly Great Britain has
treated us!

I

I

I
I
All in favor to vote
for independence, say
I!
I Agree. Great Britain hasn't been
giving us the freedom we
deserve.

The pamphlet argued that people should
govern themselves rather than by a King.
The pamphlet was easy to comprehend
so many loyalists became patriots.

I anoint Thomas Jefferson to
write the Declaration of
Independ. I want Benjamin
Franklin, John Adams, Roger
Sherman, Robert, R. Livingston to
approve.

The colonists
voted on the
decision for
Independence.
New York, New
Jersey,
Pennsylvania,
Delaware,
Maryland, and
South Carolina
were unwilling
to declare
Independence
though. The idea
of
Independence
was delayed. To
resolve this,
John Adams of
Massachusetts,
Benjamin
Franklin of
Pennsylvania,
Roger Sherman
of Connecticut,
Robert R.
Livingston of
New York, and
Thomas
Jefferson of
Virginia, wrote
the Declaration
of
Independence.
When the
Declaration of
Independence
was presented
to the congress,
it got approved.

In the Declaration of Independence, The first excerpt stated why they needed to form the document. The second excerpt
explained that the rights they should have, but they don't have them. The third excerpt stated why they needed a government
and it needed to consist of. The fourth excerpt listed their complaints of King George III. The fifth excerpt declared
independence from Great Britain. At the bottom of the Declaration of Independence had the signatures from the Patriots that
approved the document. The Declaration of Independence was like a formal letter to a person.

Once the
Declaration
of
Independen
ce was
approved,
the Liberty
Bell was
rang. It was
approved
on July 4,
1776. That is
why July 4
is
Independen
ce Day.

When the
Declaration of
Independence
was handed to
King George III,
he refused to
give the
colonists
Independence.
The colonists
were infuriated
just like King
George III. It
was time for
War...

The Battle of
Saratoga
By Audrey, Derek, Sydney

Yeah
!

Fire!

After the Declaration of
Independence the colonists were
declared "free", this started the
Battle of Saratoga. The British had
a 3 part plan to overtake
Washington. Using his big numbers
he divided his army into 3 groups
hoping he could demolish the
rebellion once and for all.

Boo
m

!

On September 19th the British army fought 9,000 American soldiers, A few miles from Saratoga was
Freeman farm, where the Freeman's Battle began. For 3 hours the battle went back and forth.

But right before the British surrendered, the reinforcements from Germany helped them when they needed it most. The British
suffered much more than what the Americans lost. Even though the British won they lost 600, either killed wounded or captured. The
Americans suffered less than half those casualties.

No! How could I?
Well we still won

SURRENDER!

I surrender!

On October 7, Burgoyne tried once again to take out the Continental army using only 1,500 men, he was sure that he could take them. They were beaten
by the un-stoppable French and the American Colonists. Mr. Benedict Arnold who would soon turn traitor, lead a group of men and over-ran one of
Burgoyne's most fortified strongholds. (Located at Freeman's Farm). Burgoyne retreated, leaving to go North. He wanted to go to Fort Ticonderoga so
that he could find safety. He mislead them to a camp on the heights of Saratoga. They were surrounded by 20,000 American soldiers. They were forced
to surrender on October 17, 1777.

Thank you for
helping us.

No problem
Benjamin

Over all the Battle of Saratoga was actually the
Battles of Saratoga.(Plural) And who knew that the
Americans could take down the world's strongest
force twice! This is known as the battle of Saratoga
and this was THE big turning point. At first the
French thought that we were some weaklings but then
after they saw the results of the battle, they really
couldn't say no. Of course we did need a bit of
probing and asking so Benjamen Franklin made a
treaty with the French and so we owe a lot of credit
to the French.(They helped us BIG TIME)

Valley Forge
By: Devon, Ethan, and Luke

After the Americans won the Battle of
Saratoga, they had no idea how bad Valley
Forge would be.

George
Washington
chose this
spot
because it
was very
easy to
defend and
it was 20
miles away
from
Pennsylvania,
where the
British were.

Valley Forge was a military camp for the
American's in Dec. 19, 1777-June 18, 1778.

We need more
soldiers!!!

Many
soldiers
died from
starvation,
disease,
malnutritio
n, and
exposure.
Over 2,500
Americans
were killed
by the end
of
February,
1778.

Ya so
many

There were lots of of disease
like: typhoid, typhus, smallpox,
and pneumonia. They were poorly
clothed and they lived in a
crowded place.

This is
getting bad

We need to
get this army
into shape

This is a
bayonet

German general Von Steuben
trained them to fight so that
when they left Valley Forge
they were more confident and
prepared for battle.

When Von
Steuben got
to Valley
Forge the
soldiers
weren't
trained very
well so he
helped them
train and
taught them
how to work
a bayonet.

YORKTOWN
By: Charlie, Magnus, and Nayan.

Before anything
happens France decides
to team up with the
battling Thirteen
Colonies.

As they all head from
New York City down to
Yorktown Washington
starts to worry...

On the way Washington
and the French general
start to talk they both
have different opinions.
We must attack
quickly.

We must hurry to
attack the British
before the French
leave.

They finally decide...

No. Cornwallis is
too strong.

They will go with
Washington's idea.

and so Washington and the French decide
to set up there trenches 600 yard from
Cornwallis main position on October 6th.

And so they succeed.

meanwhile... The
French navy
starts to take
control of
Chesapeake bay
to surround
cornwallis.

The battle began with
the first man to fire.
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For the
battle
rages on it
seems as if
Cornwallis
seems to
be losing
and is in
need of
desperate
help.

We

As the battle starts to
unfold it seams as if
neither side has any
advantage.

If you cannot
relive me soon
you must be
prepared to
hear the worst.

Finally in the earliest
of mornings Cornwallis
surrendered giving the
colonies the gift of
freedom as the final
battle is won.

The Treaty of Paris!

By: Thea, Lara, and Mycah

Britain is losing the war and it's becoming more expensive. Also, they have lost the battle of
Yorktown, which was a big deal and a big loss. So, the British Parliament began to try and make
peace.

Liberty and
Freedom for all!

We SURRENDER!
We SUrRENDER!

What Will
King George

YORKTOWN!

Making Peace

WE NEED FREEDOM!

On April 12, 1782 Britain and the 13 Colonies began to talk about peace and met in Paris, France.
Progress was slow though, because Britain was still fighting with France and Spain. The Continental
Congress had to approve the treaty. When the treaty began to be talked about, the Continental
Congress had to make sure the word got out. Much fighting continued though, because messages
had to be carried by ship.

I hope the
fighting has
stopped.
Messages being carried to 13
colonies and Great Britain.

Meanwhile, the fighting
continued...

Soon, the fighting
ceased and the U.S.
and Great Britain
continued to draft
the Treaty of Paris.
In the treaty, the U.S.
requested that Great
Britain would
acknowledge them as
an independent
country, remove all
soldiers, and pay for
the property
damaged.

What the treaty said
Atlantic
Ocean

You can't have a
job here,
Loyalist!
Can I work
for you?

Great Britain requested that loyalists that chose to stay in
the United States to be treated fairly (this promise was not
kept).

Key
U.S. Land Gain

Also, in the treaty it said that
Great Britain gave the
Americans all the land from
the Atlantic Ocean to north
Canada and South Florida.

The Signing
If it wasn't
for the battle
of Yorktown
we would
have won!

The treaty was written and
signed in Paris, France and on
September 3, 1783 Benjamin
Franklin, John Adams, John J.,
and David Hartley agreed on
and signed the Treaty of Paris.
Liberty was now theirs!

Finally, we are free!

